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Figure 1.17: Exemplars and Nonexemplars of Classroom Artifacts

Classroom Artifact Classroom Artifact Exemplar
Classroom Artifact 

Nonexemplar

Classroom Libraries The classroom contains a variety of books 
at various levels so all students can find 
accessible text to read independently.

The classroom library does not support 
the range of independent reading levels 
found in the students of the class.

Student Vocabulary 
Notebook

The vocabulary notebook contains a 
collection of the new words students 
have acquired during literacy instruction, 
words they have encountered in their 
own independent reading, and words 
the teacher has taught indirectly in the 
classroom.

Students are not expected or even 
encouraged to maintain a vocabulary 
notebook, thus decreasing the likelihood 
that they will experience the number 
of encounters with a new word that is 
needed for mastery.

Student Reading Log The reading log contains a brief entry 
for each book a student has read 
independently in the classroom. The log 
contains the title, author, and a one- or 
two-sentence summary of the book, a 
statement of the moral of the story, or the 
main idea.

Students do not maintain any record 
of their reading either in or out of the 
classroom. Hence, the teacher has no 
data to inform her decisions regarding 
the amount students are reading.

Posters and Charts Charts containing steps or prompts 
to scaffold students’ decoding of big 
words or use of cognitive strategies are 
displayed where students can easily see 
them and consult them when working on 
assignments.

There are no posters in the classroom 
in support of specific standards or 
outcomes. If there are posters, they have 
been purchased and seem not to be 
related to the curricula, but rather serve 
as decoration.

Student Literacy 
Centers

Student literacy centers are clearly 
labeled and furnished with organized 
materials that are easily accessible to 
students.

All instruction is whole group, regardless 
of the grade level, and there are no 
student literacy centers where students 
can learn to self-manage their reading 
and writing at their independent reading 
levels.

Content Standards or 
Lesson Objectives

As appropriate to the grade level, the 
content standard or lesson objective is 
stated in student-friendly language.

Content standards and objectives have 
been copied from a binder and have not 
been translated into student-friendly 
language.

Exemplary Student 
Work

Exemplary student work is displayed on 
the walls and boards both inside and 
outside the classroom.

There is a great deal of student work that 
is suspect in terms of its production by 
students (as opposed to parents).

Word Wall As appropriate to the grade level, 
important academic and content words 
are displayed on a word wall.

When questioned, students appear not 
to know what the word wall is, why it is 
there, and what function it serves in their 
classroom.

Graphic Organizers Graphic organizers to summarize stories, 
articles, important concepts, or academic 
vocabulary are displayed and frequently 
used as examples by the teacher.

If there are graphic organizers posted in 
the classroom, they were not created by 
students in conjunction with reading for 
meaning or organizing to study for a test.


